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MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE PROGRAM

The master’s degree program in environmental education is for individuals with experience and/or
active interest in formal programs (i.e., schools) and nonformal programs (e.g., nature/environ-
mental centers, agencies, parks, gardens, zoos and museums). The program is designed to provide
graduate education in science and environmental content, as well as to expand and improve
environmental education teaching skills. To this end, the program includes graduate course work in
environmental content, in environmental education and in educational research.

The master’s degree program includes course work in an environmental content concentration. Each
concentration is designed around a unifying theme for the purpose of expanding environmental
knowledge and skills pertinent to that theme (e.g., a disciplinary theme such as ecology; a natural
resource theme such as estuaries; or a problem-oriented theme such as water quality). Concentra-
tions reflect the academic and research strengths of programs within the university. Programs that
offer course work for inclusion in environmental content concentrations include ecology and marine
biology; environmental science and environmental resources management; biological, chemical and
geological oceanography; coastal zone management and marine environmental science. Further, to
provide breadth to the development of knowledge and skills, concentrations are designed to include
course work in each of the following areas: ecology or another foundational science; environ-
mental problems; environmental fieldwork or monitoring; and environmental policy, planning or
management.

The master’s degree program also includes course work in environmental education foundations and
methods. The foundations course is designed to develop and expand knowledge of the field and of
educational practices in the field from diverse perspectives. The methods courses are designed to
develop and improve teaching skills. To accommodate students’ differing backgrounds and inter-
ests, course projects and assignments allow students to develop and apply these skills in relevant
contexts or settings.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

The master’s program is designed for individuals holding bachelor’s degrees in areas of science,
environmental studies, environmental interpretation or K—12 education. All entering students are
expected to have a background in the sciences and in education that will permit them to successfully
complete graduate course work. Individuals for whom this may be a concern are encouraged to
discuss this directly with the program chair.

General admission requirements and the process for applying are presented in the Graduate Informa-
tion and Regulations section of the University Catalog. This section also contains information on
financial assistance.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

The master of science degree is conferred on students who have successfully completed 33 credit
hours, as specified in the following section. The program concludes with an oral comprehensive
examination or an oral comprehensive examination and a written examination.

CURRICULUM

The following courses are required:
EDS 5070 Educational Statistics*
EDS 5081 Research 1
EDS 5095 Essentials of Educational Research*
EDS 5410 Foundations of Environmental Education
EDS 5420 Methods in Ecology and Environmental Content
EDS 5430 Methods for Environmental Problems and Issue Investigation .
EDS 5440 Methods for Citizenship and Environmental Responsibility

*These two courses must be taken at Florida Tech. Exceptions may be considered only through a written petition to be
reviewed by the department’s graduate faculty.

In addition to these seven courses, a minimum of 12 credit hours (i.e., usually four content courses)
must be taken in a chosen environmental content concentration. With departmental approval, up to
six credit hours of 3000- and 4000-level course work may be included in the content concentration.

Any schedule that would meet these requirements within a seven-year period is acceptable. Any
combination of part-time and/or full-time semesters can be used, as well as any combination of
daytime, evening, and weekend and summer courses.

GRADUATE
PROGRAM
OVERVIEW

FINANCIAL AID

Graduate student assistantships for
instruction and research are available
to well-qualified master’s and doctoral
degree students. Assistantships carry
stipends plus a tuition waiver. In some
cases, a tuition waiver alone may be
awarded for a limited amount of service.
Assistantships for master’s degree
students are normally for an academic
year; assistantships for doctoral students
are renewable on a yearly basis.

THE UNIVERSITY

Florida Institute of Technology is a distinc-
tive, independent university, founded in
1958 by a group of scientists and engineers
to fulfill the need for specialized,
advanced educational opportunities

of Florida’s Space Coast. Florida Tech is

the only comprehensive, independent
scientificand technological university in
the southeast. Supported by both industry
and the community, Florida Tech is the
recipient of many research grants and
contracts, a number of which provide
financial support for graduate students.

LOCATION

Melbourne is located on the central

east coast of Florida. The area offers a
delightful year-round subtropical climate
and is 10 minutes from the ocean and
beaches. Kennedy Space Center and the
massive NASA complex are just 45 minutes
north of Melbourne. The city of Orlando,
Walt Disney World, EPCOT and many other
attractions are one hour west of Florida
Tech’s main campus.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
To obtain more detailed information
about this Graduate Program or to obtain
application materials, visit our home page
atwww.fit.edu/grad or the University
(Catalog at www.fit.edu/catalog, or
contact:

Florida Institute of Technology

Office of Graduate Admissions

150 W. University Blvd.

Melbourne, FL 32901-6975

(321) 674-8027

(321) 723-9468/Fax

(800) 944-4348

Florida Institute of Technology is an independent
university located in Melbourne, Florida. Florida Tech
is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools to award associate, baccalaureate,
master’s, education specialist and doctoral degrees.
Florida Tech admits students of any race, color,
national or ethnic origin, and does not discriminate
on the basis of disability in admission or access to

its programs.




