J-2 Employment Authorization

Florida Institute of Technology                    International Student & Scholar Services Office

J-2 visa holders (the spouse and dependent children of J-1’s) may apply to the Department of Homeland Security for permission to work in the United States.  Title 8, Code of Federal Regulations, part 214.2(j)(1)(v) states that, “income from the spouse’s or dependent’s employment may be used to support the family’s customary recreational and cultural activities and related travel, among other things.  Employment will not be authorized if this income is needed to support the J-1 principal alien.”

To apply for J-2 work authorization, please bring the following to the ISSS Office:  

◘
Both J-1 and J-2’s Form DS-2019’s

◘
Both J-1 and J-2’s passport

◘
Both J-1 and J-2’s I-94 card (should be stapled in passport)

◘
2 passport-sized pictures (the pictures must be 2 x 2 inches; the images must be


one-inch from the hair to the chin and 1 ¼ inch from eye height to the bottom of the photo.  DO NOT CUT PHOTOS

◘
check or money order for $180; payable to “Department of Homeland Security”

◘
J-2 Request for Employment Letter (see sample attached)
◘
Form I-765 (get from ISSS Office)

◘
copies of any previous employment authorization documents (EAD’s)

The International Student & Scholar Services Office will make copies of all of your documents and then send them with your application to the U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services (USCIS).  It will take approximately 90 days to process your work authorization.  
After the documents are received at the appropriate Service Center, you will receive a Notice of Action (Form I-797).  This notice will give you an approximate time frame as to when you will receive your EAD card.  Do not lose this Notice of Action.

IMPORTANT: You cannot begin work until you receive your EAD card, and you can only work for the time frame authorized on your card.

Applying for renewal of your work authorization

If you currently have J-2 work authorization and need to apply for a renewal, you may apply up to 120 days before the expiration of your current EAD.  If you are planning to remain with the same employer and do not want a break in your employment, it is important to apply early.

Social Security Numbers & Taxes
Anyone who earns money in the United States must have a social security number for taxpayer identification purposes.  The Office of International Student & Scholar Services can provide you with instructions on applying for a social security number.  J-2 employees are not eligible for tax treaty benefits and will pay social security & medicare taxes.  J-2 dependents are required to file taxes every year.
Florida Institute of Technology





Office of International Student & Scholar Services
150 W University Blvd
Melbourne, FL 32901
                          (p) 321-674-8053
(f) 321-728-4570

SAMPLE J-2 WORK PERMISSION LETTER
Date

USCIS Service Center
PO Box 851041

Mesquite, TX  75185-1041

To Whom It May Concern:

I would like to apply for employment authorization on the basis of my J-2 status.  I am the dependent (wife or husband) of (name), a J-1 (student or scholar) at the Florida Institute of Technology.

My (wife’s or husband’s) DS-2019 shows that we have available (how many dollars) to support us in the U.S.  Of this amount, our expenses are as follows:


Rent
__________


Food __________


Transportation __________

Medical __________


Miscellaneous __________


As the budget shows, we have enough to live modestly, but there are no funds left for expenses that are not essential.  I would like to work so that I may pay for my own expenses during my spouse’s program.  I declare that the money I earn will be used for my family’s customary recreational, educational, and cultural activities, and related travel, and will not be used to support my J-1 spouse.

Your consideration of my request for employment authorization is appreciated.

Sincerely,

(J-2 signature)

J-2 name

J-2 mailing address










