Ongoing Report of the Computer Literacy sub-committee
7/31/2006

1.  Determined that to meet SACs accreditation requirements, we need to make sure that students have access to computer skills, but we do not have to teach them as part of our degree requirements.

2.  Each College completed a skills survey to determine which skills that department thought its students needed.

3.  Plan a pilot study using a Microsoft Testing Tool through Thompson Publishing.  Dr. Fronk is going to fund the pilot study ($10 per student to purchase a key).  Plan is to assess skill sets of incoming students.  Will utilize freshmen courses:

EDS 1005 Intro to Education (20 students)
CSE 1301 Intro to Comp Applications (Cynthia Schmitt - mostly COA students) (44 students)
BUS 1801 Global Business Perspectives (COB) (50 students)
CHE 1101 Intro to Chemical Engineering (13 students)
PSY 1400 Freshman Seminar (50 students)
CSE 1301 is already using the text and the text includes a password for students to take the exam.  The rest of these students will have to purchase a $10 password (key) from the bookstore and take the exam.  Cynthia Schmitt will help administer the pilot testing, but students take this exam on their own time and it is graded by the system.
4.  Proposed using the ASC as a place to house the exam and require all incoming freshmen to take the exam so that colleges can determine the skill sets of their incoming students.
5.  Bob Fronk asked that we look into some kind of self-administered skills study modules that students could check out from ASC.  Students could then re-take the skills exams until they reached the appropriate scores for each college (to be determined by each college).  Could possibly utilize GSAs to assist students in their self-study rather than try to offer all the modules in classroom format.

6.  The University could offer more advanced modules as necessary.

All of this is predicated on knowing the actual skill sets of our incoming students.

To be continued.  7/31/2006.
