From: Clayton Baum [cbaum@fit.edu]

Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2006 10:42 AM

To: Undergraduate Curriculum Committee

Subject: University Alliance

To All,

      I appreciate Mary Bonhomme and Bob Fronk providing information about the Bisk/University Alliance information session last week.  However, I still have concerns that I hope will be addressed either before or at our UGCC meeting on October 27.

      My biggest concern remains the academic reputation of the University.  I do not see how this contract with Bisk can possibly enhance our reputation.  While there may not be an immediate impact on our US News ranking or SACS accreditation, if Florida Tech is perceived as a "diploma mill" like Phoenix University all our programs will suffer. I hope that Bob Fronk will provide us with the list of well-regarded institutions that he found offer on-line undergraduate degrees equivalent to their on-campus degrees.

      I am aware that the College of Business is seeking accreditation of their programs by the AACSB.  This accreditation certainly would enhance the reputation of Florida Tech and increase the number of business majors.  I would like to know if offering these on-line undergraduate degrees in Business jeopardizes this accreditation process. What other impact will the University Alliance have on our College of Business?

      It is the responsibility of the UGCC to try to maintain the academic integrity of our undergraduate programs.  Who will have continued oversight of these on-line degree programs and courses, in terms of the content, delivery and grading?  Will it be the colleges with expertise in the subject areas, e.g., College of Business for the business courses, College of Psychology and Liberal Arts for communications, humanities and psychology courses?  If it is the University College, what assurance is there that they will have the budget to hire faculty who are experts in each subject area?  I doubt that adjunct faculty will have the same commitment to Florida Tech as our full time faculty.

      I am concerned also with the mechanism for giving on-line exams without fear of dishonesty.  Mary Bonhomme said she would provide a link to papers dealing with this topic.

             Regards,

             Clayton
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