Whereas, Florida Institute of Technology has entered into a contract to provide online undergraduate courses and degrees that bear the name of the University and are indistinguishable from degrees granted to on-campus students, 

And whereas, the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (UGCC), composed of one representative from each academic unit, is concerned with the academic integrity of the undergraduate programs offered at Florida Tech for the benefit of the faculty, students, and the University community,

Therefore, be it resolved by the UGCC that the following guidelines must be in place before consideration of any undergraduate online courses or degrees:

1. All online courses and degrees must be held to the same academic standards as those offered on campus.

2. Oversight for all courses and degrees, including those offered online, must reside in the academic unit with the appropriate faculty in each discipline.  Oversight includes: (1) control of course content, including syllabus design; (2) periodic and final review of instructors; (3) development of course assessment methods and review of assessment outcomes to assure quality of instruction; (4) development and overview of student testing and evaluation, including implementation of common exams where appropriate.  The term “appropriate faculty” is defined as full-time, academically qualified faculty whose academic specialties within their disciplines correspond to the degree programs or courses for which they are responsible (including service courses in the University core).   Generally, appropriate faculty will hold a terminal degree in their specialty and usually such terminal degrees will be a Ph.D.  In addition, to be academically qualified, appropriate faculty must be actively engaged in research or professional development in their academic specialties within their disciplines.

3. All new courses and degrees, including those offered online, must be brought to the UGCC through those colleges that have appropriate faculty in each discipline. 

4. Degree programs must reside in the appropriate college and cannot be duplicated in another college.

5. Since it is recognized that admission criteria for online students may be relaxed, oversight as described in this resolution is crucial.

The UGCC desires to continue to work with the Provost in ensuring that the high academic standards at Florida Tech are maintained. The value of the Florida Tech degree must be preserved in order to attract and retain on-campus students, increase our reputation as a research institution, and sustain the support of our alumni and friends.

All academic units at Florida Tech are encouraged to work closely with the University College in implementing online courses and degrees.  The UGCC recognizes that a primary function of the University College is the delivery of distance learning.

The UGCC supports the goal of AACSB accreditation for the College of Business and separate accreditation for other academic units subject to accrediting bodies.  Such accreditation enhances the reputation of the University and raises the quality of its students.  This position statement is intended to show such support and to make sure that no decisions by the University preclude such accreditation for the College of Business and for other units that are subject to accrediting bodies.
Approved in concept, with minor changes, by UGCC, 11/3/2006

Vote:  15 for; 0 against; 2 abstain until discuss with their faculty

