To: Kathy Tumer, Chair, UGCC

From: Ralph Turingan, Professor, Biological Sciences
Re: Accompanying request to change course prerequisites, BIO-4530
Date: 24 August 2007 -

I request a change in the prerequisite course for BIO 4530 (Biology of Fishes) from BIO 1020 (Biological
Discovery 2) to BIO 3410 (General Ecology) starting in the academic year 2008-2009. This change is
necessary to prepare students for the inclusion of recent advancements in the fields of evolution, behavior
and ecology of fishes that will strengthen the subject matter presented in class. The ability of a student to
understand these recent advancements in fish biology will be facilitated by his/her having knowledge of
general ecology.

BIO 4530 is a required course for Aquaculture majors and is an elective course for Marine Biology and
Ecology majors in the Department of Biological Sciences. Students in these majors are required to have
BIO 3410 (General Ecology) in their curriculum and would have already taken BIO 1020 (Biological
Discovery 2) and BIO 2801 (Biometry) before they register for BIO 3410.

Ecology used to be a prerequisite for Biology of Fishes, but we eliminated the requirement a few years
ago (2003-2004 catalog). The change seems to have been ill advised because of the need for course
content.
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