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Special Topic in World History
Approaches to Chinese History and Culture

Hum 2385

Gordon Patterson Spring 2005 (Independent Study)
Office Crawford Science Building  622 
Office Hours:  Office Hours:  Monday 12-2; Tuesday and Thursday 11-
12:30 and by appointment

Phone 674-7382  e-mail patterso@fit.edu

 
Course Objectives:

This course will provide you with a survey of the principal themes and developments
in Chinese civilization from prehistoric times until the 21st century.  It is meant to
serve as an introduction to China’s culture, history, geography, and  philosophical
character.

We will meet once or twice a week depending on the amount of reading and our
need for discussion.

Texts:

John Fairbank China: A New History
De Bary  Souces of Chinese Tradition From Earliest Times to 1600
Selections from De Bary Souces of Chinese Tradition From 1600 to Present
Photocopies and Handouts

Since this is tutorial you will submit a weekly essay discussing your response to the readings
assigned for the week.  These essays should be between 750-1000 words in length.  You will
submit these papers for the first seven weeks of the course.  At that time you will submit a
proposal for a topic you wish to explore in your final paper.  The final paper will be 2000-3000
words in length and due the 14th week of the semester.

Reading Schedule

F: Fairbanks
D: De Bary

Week 1 January 10 Introduction

January 14  F: x-27  Ames handout

Week 2 January 17   Early Dynasties: Xia, Shang and Zhou F: 1 & 2 D: 3-8; 19-23;
24-29



Week 3 January 24   Confucius and Mozi D: 41-44;  Read selections on themes
including: noble person (junzi); filial devotion (xiao); humaneness (ren), rites and
sacrifices (li); laws and punishments; The Way (Dao).   Mozi D:64-66; 75-76

January 28 Daoism, Legalism and Militarists  Laozi and Zhuangzi D:77-81
Selections from Ames translation; D 95-96;  109-111;  Legalism: D 190-192;
Han Fei D 199-201; Military texts  Sunzi D213-219

Week 4 January 31 The Han Synthesis D:227-228; D283-285; Rivalry between
Confucianism and Legalism D 313-318; D: 353-355;  358-3

February 4 Buddhism F: 72-88; D: 415-425;  Schools D 433-438

Week 5   February 7 China’s Great Age  F 4: 88-108;   Confucianism and Neo
Confucianism  D: 537-540;  Li Bo and Du Fu 564-565; Han Yu 568-569; 583-585;
Song Dynasty D 587-590;

Week 6 February 14 China and Inner Asia: The Mongols F 5: 108-128

Week 7 February 21 Ming Dynasty F 6: 128-143 D 779-783; 786-788; 793-796;
Neo-Confucian Education 800-808; 811-826

Week 8 February 28 Qing Dynasty F 7 & 8: 143-187

Spring Break Week of March 7-March 11

Week 9 March 14 The Opening of China and the Taiping Rebellion F 9 & 10 137-217

Week 10 March 21 Modernization and Decline of Qing Dynasty F 11: 217-235

Week 11 March 28 Republican Revolution F: 12, 13, & 14 235-294

Week 12 April 4  Rise of Mao and World War II F:15 & 16 294-331

Week 13 April 11 Civil War and Communist Victory F: 17 & 18 331-368

Week 14 April 18 The Great Leap Forward to the Cultural Revolution and the Death
of Mao F: 19 & 20 368-406

Week 15 April 25 China in 21st Century F: 21 406-458

Final Exam Schedule:  To Be Determined
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