
 

 

To:    Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
 
Through:   Dr. Gordon L. Nelson, Dean, College of Science and Liberal Arts 
 

and Dr. Michael W. Babich, Head, Department of Chemistry  
  Dr. Gary N. Wells, Head, Department of Biological Sciences 
 
From:  Dr. J. Clayton Baum, Department of Chemistry 
 
Date:  August 13, 2004 
 
Subject: Biochemistry Curriculum Changes 
 

As you are aware, the Biochemistry program is jointly administered by the departments of 
Biological Sciences and Chemistry.  A knowledge of computer programming is becoming less important 
for the biochemistry major as the variety and sophistication of available computer software increases.  
We would like to shift the computer component in the biochemistry program towards introducing majors 
to the software and computer methods that are essential to the discipline.  With this in mind, we propose 
the following changes to the Biochemistry degree requirements. 
 
 Replace CSE 1503 (Introduction to Software Development with FORTRAN, 3 credits) and MTH 
2401 (Probability and Statistics, 3 credits) with BIO 2801 (Biometry, 4 credits).  BIO 2801 satisfies the 
computer literacy requirement because of its emphasis on computer applications and also eliminates the 
need to take a separate course in statistics.  To maintain the current number of total credits (128) 
required for the Biochemistry degree, the number of Restricted Elective (BIO, CHM) credits would be 
increased by two to a total of 21. 
 
 When the Biochemistry degree was first introduced, distribution guidelines regarding the 
Restricted Electives for Biochemistry were included in the catalog.  This was to ensure some breadth 
between biology and chemistry while focusing on the emphasis (biology or chemistry) chosen by the 
biochemistry major.  These guidelines disappeared with the switch to the semester system at Florida 
Tech, and although we have continued to follow unwritten guidelines, we believe it is important for the 
student to see them in the catalog.  We propose to include the following statement under the "Restricted 
Electives" heading:  "At least 12 credits must be selected from the student's field of emphasis and at 
least 6 credits from the alternate field." 
 
 All of the proposed changes are shown on the following page from the 2004-2005 University 
Catalog. 



 

 



 

 

 


