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2.7  The institution

2.7.1

2.7.2

offers one or more degree programs based on at least 60 semester cred-
it hours or the equivalent at the associate level; at least 120 semester
credit hours or the equivalent at the baccalaureate level; or at least 30
semester credit hours or the equivalent at the post-baccalaureate, grad-
uate, or professional level, The institution provides a written justifi-
cation and rationale for program equivalency, (Program Length)

offers degree programs that embody a coherent course of study that is
compatible with its stated purpose and is based upon fields of study
appropriate to higher education. (Program Content)

2.7.3 requires in each undergraduate degree program the successful comple-

2.7.4

2.8

tion of a general education component at the collegiate level that (1) is
a substantial component of each undergraduate degree, (2) ensures
breadth of knowledge, and (3) is based on a coherent rationale. For
degree completion in associate programs, the component constitutes a
minimum of 15 semester hours or the equivalent; for baccalaureate pro-
grams, a minimum of 30 semester hours or the equivalent. These cred-
it hours are to be drawn from and include at least one course from each
of the following areas: humanities/fine arts; social/behavioral sciences;
and natural science/mathematics. The courses do not narrowly focus on
those skills, techniques, and procedures specific to a particular occupa-
tion or profession. The institution provides a written justification and
rationale for course equivalency, (General Education)

provides instruction for all course work required for at least one degree
program at each level at which it awards degrees. If the institution
makes arrangements for some instruction to be provided by other
accredited institutions or entities through contracts or consortia, or uses
some other alternative approach to meeting this requirement, the alter-
native approach must be approved by the Commission on Colleges. In
all cases, the institution demonstrates that it controls all aspects of its
educational program. (Contractual Agreements for Instruction) (See
Commission policy “"Core Requirement 2.7.4: Documenting an
Alternate Approach, )

The number of full-time faculty members is adequate to support the mis-
sion of the institution. The institution has adequate faculty resources to
ensure the quality and integrity of its academic programs. In addition, upon
application for candidacy, an applicant institution demonstrates that it meets
Comprehensive Standard 3.7.1 for faculty qualifications. (Faculty)
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degree programs for which the institution does not identify a major,
this requirement applies to a curricular area or concentration.

3.4.14 The institution’s use of technology enhances student learning, is appro-
priate for meeting the abjectives of its programs, and ensures that stu-
dents have access to and training in the use of technology.

3.5  Educational Programs: Undergraduate Programs

3.5.1 The institution identifies college-level competencies within the gen-

cral education core and provides evidence that graduates have attained
those competencies.

3.5.2 The institution awards degrees only to those students who have earned
al least 25 percent of the credit hours required for the degree through
instruction offered by that institution. (See Commission policy "The
Transfer or Transcripting of Academic Credit. ")

3.6  Educational Programs: Graduate and Post-Baccalaureate
Professional Programs

3.6.1 The institution’s post-baccalaureate professional degree programs, and
its master’s and doctoral degree programs, are progressively more
advanced in academic content than undergraduate programs.

3.6.2  The institution ensures that its graduate instruction and resources fos-

ter independent leaming, enabling the graduate to contribute to a pro-
fession or field of study,

3.6.3  The majority of credits toward a graduate ora post-baccalaureate pro-
fessional degree is earned through the institution awarding the degree,
In the case of graduate and post-baccalaureate professional degree pro-
grams offered through joint, cooperative, or consortia arrangements,
the student cams a majority of credits from the participating institu-
tions. (See Commission policy “The Transfer or Transcripting of
Academic Credit. ")

3.7 Faculty

3.7.1  The institution employs competent faculty members qualified to accom-
plish the mission and goals of the institution. When determining accept-
able qualifications of its faculty, an institution gives primary consider-
ation to the highest earned degree in the discipline in accordance with
the guidelines listed below. The institution also considers competence,
effectiveness, and capacity, including, as appropriate, undergraduate and
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