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College of Business
Inter-Office Memorandum

TO:
Robert Fronk, Vice Provost


FROM:
Barbara Pierce, Chair, UGCC
DATE:
July 21, 2006
SUBJECT
Computer Literacy Modules – Pilot Study

Bob

The Computer Literacy sub-committee of the UGCC has been discussing ways to incorporate computer skills testing for incoming freshmen and transfer students to determine both their skill level and the necessary skills the students will need to perform well in their planned studies.  From such testing, we plan to build several 1 credit courses incorporating the modules already being taught by Annie Becker’s group.  We propose building 1 credit courses that will either be remedial or required, depending on each department/college’s requirements, but not impose any one set of standards on every department/college.  We would like those courses to reside in Academic Support Center and be available to all colleges on campus.  This means that GSAs from CSE could still be used to assist in these courses, but instructors would have to be hired to teach these modules, possibly Annie Becker’s existing instructors once her grant is completed.
To this end, we would like to pilot test an existing version of a Microsoft skills exam (Thompson Publishing Testing Tool) that Cindy Schmitt will be using in her CSE 1301 course this fall.  We would like to pilot it in 5 different courses across campus:  EDS 1005 Introduction to Education (Education students), CSE 1301 Introduction to Computer Applications (COA students), BUS 1801 Global Business Perspective (COB students) and two other classes to be chosen to pick up COE and COPLA students.  The cost of the exam is a $10 key and Cindy has graciously volunteered to administer the exam.

Therefore, we have a request.  We need the University to purchase the keys at $10 each to administer this exam to the freshmen in these courses.  We anticipate approximately 60 to 80 students, or $600 to $800 with another 40 students already owning the key as part of their text purchase (CSE 1301 students).

Out plan is to ask that these courses be available for the fall 2007 semester; that they reside in Academic Support Center and be available to all colleges on campus; that the instructors be hired through the Academic Support Center but utilize GSAs from CSE, and that the $10 testing fee be somehow built into all student tuition for incoming freshmen starting with the fall 2007 semester.  With these new modules, we would discontinue offering CSE 1301 in CSE and BUS 1601 in College of Business plus there might be other courses that would be discontinued in other departments, yet to be determined.

Please advise if you will fund the pilot test so that we can get started on that for fall 2006.  
Sincerely,

Barbara Pierce, Chair, UGCC 
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