
Since we are just beginning the process of approving online courses and programs, I think it is important that we have a set of guidelines.   I agree that the department offering an on-campus course is in the best position to determine whether or not a proposed on-line course with the same course prefix and number is equivalent with respect to content and academic standards.  Thus, I would like to propose the following policy:

1. In order for an online course to have the same course prefix and number as an on-campus course, the department (i.e., department head and dean) offering the on-campus course must sign off indicating to the UGCC that the two courses have the same content and academic standards and that the department will observe the same level of oversight.  

2. A course not meeting the conditions in item 1 must have a different course prefix and/or number and be clearly designated as an online course only.

3. Online programs, just like on-campus programs, will be considered by the UGCC only after all the courses in that program are approved by the UGCC.  If a proposed online program includes courses in item 1 that have not yet been signed off as equivalent, the program may be approved with an asterisk notation (Subject to the approval of the responsible department) next to each course in question.

