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a trauma-informed approach. Furthermore, it may lower fair treatment by the courts. These findings

allow us to determine if the courts are perpetuating
additional trauma onto people, creating a vicious
cycle. Therefore, the current study proposes to

extend the research demonstrating a relationship
between ACEs and the other entities in the criminal
justice system, showing it applies in some ways to

examine the effects of trauma on trust in the
American courts.

the courts. Consistent with previous findings, ACEs
predict adult PTSD symptoms. PTSD symptoms also
predict lower perceived accuracy, fair treatment, and
just decision making by courts. This indicates that
both childhood and adult trauma experiences
degrade faith in the American courts.

More ACEs predict

higher adult PTSD
symptoms.

OBIJECTIVES

Objective 1: To explore the effect of ACE scores on

belief in the legitimacy of the American court system.
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Participants were asked to fill out a demographics
survey, Court Legitimacy Scale,* ACE questionnaire,®
and the PCL-5.7 ; ho ko :
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